Reading Il From the New Testament — Alternate Funeral
Readings List

The funeral readings below are alternatives to the traditional list.
2 Corinthians 4:16-18

We do not lose heart, because our inner being is renewed each day even though
our body is being destroyed at the same time. The present burden of our trial is
light enough, and earns for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison.
We do not fix our gaze on what is seen but on what is unseen. What is seen is
transitory; what is unseen lasts forever.

The word of the Lord

2 Timothy 4:6-8

I for my part am already being poured out like a libation. The time of my
dissolution is near. | have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, | have
kept the faith. From now on a merited crown awaits me; on that Day the Lord,
just judge that he is, will award it to me — and not only to me, but to all who have
looked for his appearing with eager longing.

The word of the Lord

Ephesians 3:14-21

That is why | kneel before the Father from whom every family in heaven and on
earth takes its name; and | pray that he will bestow on you gifts in keeping with
the riches of his glory. May he strengthen you inwardly through the working of
his Spirit. May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, and may charity be the
root and foundation of your life. Thus you will be able to grasp fully, with all the
holy ones, the breadth and length and height and depth of Christ’s love, and
experience this love which surpasses all knowledge, so that you may attain to the
fullness of God himself. To him whose power now at work in us can do
immeasurably more than we ask or imagine — to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus through all generations, world without end. Amen.

The word of the Lord
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1 Peter 1:3-9

Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, he who in his great mercy
gave us new birth; a birth unto hope which draws its life from the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead; a birth unto hope which draws its life from the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead; a birth to an imperishable inheritance,
incapable of fading or defilement, which is kept in heaven for you who are
guarded with God’s power through faith; a birth to a salvation which stands ready
to be revealed in the last days. There is a cause of rejoicing here. You may for a
time have to suffer the distress of many trials; but this is so that your faith, which
is more precious than the passing splendor of fire-tried gold, may be its
genuineness lead to praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ appears. Although
you have never seen him, you love him, and without seeing you now believe in
him, and rejoice with inexpressible joy touched with glory because you are
achieving faith’s goal, your salvation.

The word of the Lord
Revelation 7:13-17

Then one of the elders asked me, “Who are these people all dressed in white?
And where have they come from?” | said to him, “Sir, you should know better
than 1.” He then told me, “These are the ones who have survived the great period
of trial; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb. It was this that brought them before God’s throne; day and night they
minister to him in his temple; he who sits on the throne will give them shelter.
Never again shall they know hunger or thirst, nor shall the sun or its heat beat
down on them, for the Lamb of the throne will shepherd them. He will lead them
to springs of lifegiving water, and God will wipe every tear from their eyes.

The word of the Lord
Revelation 22:1-5

The angel then showed me the river of life-giving water, clear as crystal, which
issued from the throne of God and of the Lamb and flowed down the middle of
the streets. On either side of the river grew the trees of life which produce fruit
twelve times a year, once each month; their leaves serve as medicine for the
nations. Nothing deserving a curse shall be found there. The throne of God and
of the Lamb shall be there, and his servants shall serve him faithfully. They shall
see him face to face and bear his name on their foreheads. The night shall be no
more. They will need no light from lamps or the sun, for the Lord God shall give
them light, and they shall reign forever.

The word of the Lord
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